REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

99-00-200

A 5 April 2024, Sofia

Subject: Revised Environment Impact Assessment Report for the project Neptun Deep
for extraction of natural gas on the territory of Romania, beneficiaries OMV Petrom S.A. and
RomGaz Black Sea LTD

Dear Minister FECHET,

With reference to your letter Ne DGEIECPSC/10257 dated 5™ April 2024 (received by
e-mail), providing us Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report with annexes for the
project "Neptune Deep” for the extraction of natural gas on the territory of Romania with
OMYV Petrom S.A and RomGaz Black Sea LTD as the coniracting entities, we would like to
inform you of the following:

I. Regarding the revised EIA report:

Considering that the remarks and comments, respectively the request for the revision
of the EIA report, expressed in our letter No. 99-00-200 dated 05 January 2024 were related
to the assessment of the impact of the project implementation on human health, we sent the
EIA documentation to the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria.

At the same time, we provided public access to the report through the website of the
Ministry of Environment and Water.

H.E. Mr. Mircea FECHET

Minister of Environment, Water and Forests of Romania
12 Libretti Blvd,,

Sector 5, Bucharest, Romania
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Regarding the revised EIA report, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria
expressed the following opinion:

"We maintain our previous opinion that from a health point of view in a transboundary
context, attention should be paid to the part of the investment proposal concerning the
construction of drilling platforms in the Black Sea for the extraction of natural gas located
about 35 km by water from the exclusive economic zone of the Republic of Bulgaria.

The potential health risk for Bulgaria from the implementation of the project is related
to possible pollution of Bulgarian territorial waters, including bathing waters and the
adjacent coastline, with chemical substances from waste production waters, pollution of
marine waters with fuels and oils from construction and transport vessels, pollution from
accidental leakages of reagent storage tanks located on the drilling platforms, efc.

On the basis of the hydrodynamic data for the area, it is concluded that the likelihood
of an impact concerns mainly Romanian territorial waters, but about 25% of the spill may
reach Bulgarian territorial waters in winter and 21% in summer. It is calculated that in the
winter season the pollution does not reach the area of the protected areas of the Republic of
Bulgaria. In the summer season the spilled fuel will reach the Bulgarian territorial waters
afier one day and after 10 days it will reach the protected area of Irakli, after 12 days-
Ropotamo and after 13 days- Strandzha.

In the revised EIA report, it is stated that the mathematical modelling of marine
pollution in the event of a hypothetical marine fuel spill, as originally prepared, represents a
theoretical combination of worst case conditions (Scenario 1). The updated mathematical
model includes two additional scenarios for the spread of the oil spill, which are based on
realistic natural conditions and the application of active containment measures [0 the spill.

On the basis of those two scenarios, the authors of the report conclude that they "do
not foresee significant consequences for Bulgaria", as the modelling of technological water
pollution indicates an impact limited to the area of the extraction facilities, far from
Bulgarian territorial waters.

Overall, based on the results of the simulations, the authors of the repori consider that
"the likelihood of chemical impacts on Bulgarian waters is low".

Notwithstanding the above, the results do not negate the possibility that oil
contamination could spread and temporarily degrade the quality of bathing waters along the
Bulgarian coast in the event of an emergency or disaster in the drilling (offshore) part of the
Neptune Deep project.



In addition, in the addendum report, the assessment of the impacl on the population
was carried out only for the territory of Romania, since the authors of the report, based on the
analyses, studies and calculations made, consider that the onshore construction and operation
sites are without significant potential for negative health impacts in relation to the Republic.
Bulgaria, including the fact that they are located more than 25 km away from our state land
border.

On the basis of the EIA report and taking into account the opinions of the competent
bodies within the system of the Ministry of Environment and Water and the Institute of
Oceanology of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the following is clarified.

In view of the potential transboundary impact with possible negative effect from the
discharge of wastewater, the experts consider that in order to monitor the potential impact of
the project on the state of the marine waters of the Republic of Bulgaria it is necessary (o
conduct relevant monitoring, for which they have set requirements to be included in the EIA
decision.

The activities described in the EIA report from the implementation of the Neptune
Deep project, which will be carried out on land (on the Romanian coast in the Tuzla area) are
not likely to lead to negative impacts on groundwater bodies with code BG1G000000N049
and name "Karst-groundwater in Neogene - Sarmatian Dobrudzha" and on groundwater body
with code BG1G0000J3K051 and name "Karst waters in Malm-Walange basin #%

Under certain conditions, potential impacts on marine waters could be expected due to
the discharge of waste water as well as due to an unplanned event such as accidental
pollution.

No significant adverse impacts on the subject matter and conservation objectives of the
affected protected areas, protected sites and biodiversity are expected.

In the light of the above and in order to minimise the likelihood of transboundary
health risks, mainly related to chemical pollution and deterioration of bathing water quality
along the Bulgarian coast, especially in the event of emergencies and possible exposure to
harmful chemicals through the food chain due to consumption of fish and fish products, the
Ministry of Health considers that the following provisions related to the implementation of
transboundary environmental control actions should be recorded as mandatory for



implementation in the administrative act (o be issued by the competent Romanian authorities
under the EIA for the investment proposal under consideration:

1. Prior to the implementation of the investment proposal, the Republic of Bulgaria
shall obtain the disaster and emergency plans of all contractors on the offshore part of the site
who will transport or work with the reagents, drilling solution and marine fuel envisaged in
the technology. The plans shall include a detailed description of the specific measures and
preventive actions in emergency and disaster situations, as well as the allocation of duties,
responsible structures and legal entities for the implementation of the envisaged safety
measures.

2. In order to monitor the potential impact of the project implemen'tation on the state
of the marine waters and bathing areas in the Republic of Bulgaria:

- to provide for a procedure according to which the Republic of Bulgaria will
regularly receive from the official Romanian authorities the results of the planned periodic
monitoring of the seawater quality in the area of the drilling platforms during drilling,
construction and operation of the site;

- the Republic of Bulgaria to be informed in a timely manner of any accident or
incident/contamination during the drilling, construction and operation of the technical
facility, which has the potential to contaminate the marine waters."

On the basis of the opinion from the Ministry of Health, we would like to inform you
that we accept the EIA Report, provided that you meet the requirements proposed by the
Ministry of Health as set out above and to include them in your decision on the Neptune Deep
Project.

As a reminder, in our letter dated January 5, 2024, expressing our views on the EIA
Report, we requested that the following provision should be included in the final decision for
the Neptune Deep Project:

"In the event of imminent threat of environmental damage or in the event of
environmental damage caused on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria by the activity(ies)
of the Neptune Deep project for the extraction of natural gas in the Black Sea, carried out in
the exclusive economic zone of Romania, the competent authority of the Republic of Romania
under Directive 2004/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004
on Environmental Liability with regard to the Prevention and Remedying of Environmental



Damage shall provide the Minister of Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria
with the information relating to the imminent threat of environmental damage or [0
environmental damage caused, as well as information on the relevant national procedures of
the Republic of Romania."”

II. Public Consultation on the EIA Report

We would like to inform you that, in accordance with the national environmental
legislation, public access has been provided and a public consultation meeting has been
organised on the revised EIA report with annexes for the Neptune Deep project in Bulgaria.

In accordance with the agreement reached at the bilateral meeting held on 25 March
2024 and after consultations with the municipalities concerned, it was decided that the public
consultation meeting on the EIA report and its annexes will be held on 15 May 2024 at 10.00
a.m. in the hall of the Municipality of Kavarna, ,26 Dobrotitsa Street).

The EIA report and its annexes are available to the interested parties on the website of
Kavarna Municipality https://www.kavarna bg/ in the News and Announcements section.

In case of need for assistance, public access to the report and its annexes is available
to all interested persons every working day from 10 to 16.30 at the Municipality of Kavarna,
at the following address:26 Dobrotitsa Street, Department of Ecology and Green System, floor
3, room 306. Contact person is Ms Elitsa Petrova, Head of Ecology and Green System
Deoartment, tel.:. +359570/8 18 29;. +359887853115.

The EIA report with all annexes is also available on the website of the Ministry of
Environment and  Water  under  Preventive Actiow/EIA/Transboundary — EIA
Procedures/Transboundary EIA Procedures in which Bulgaria is an affected party/Neptun
Deep project for natural gas extraction on the territory of Romania at:

- English version: https.//www.moew. oovernment.bg/en/project-neptun-deep-for-the-
extraction-of-natural-gas-on-the-territory-of-romania/

- Bulgarian version. https.//www.moew.government. bg/bg/proekt-neptun-dijp-za-dobiv-na-
priroden-gaz-na-teritoriyata-na-rumuniva/




And in section Preventive Action/EIA/ Public access to EIA Reports at:

https://www.moew.government. bg/bg/obstestveno-obsujdane-na-doklad-za-ovos-za-proekt-
neptun-diip-za-dobiv-na-priroden—gaz—v-cherno-more-na—teritorivata—na-rumuniya/

Written comments can be submitted to the Municipality of Kavarna, 9650, Kavarna.,
26 Dobrotitsa Str. as well as to the Ministry of Environment and Water, 1000, Sofia, 22
Knyaginya Maria Luisa Blvd. and during the public consultation meeting.

A notice of the public consultation was placed on 12.04.2024 on the website of the
Municipality of Kavarna (https://www.kavarna.bg/) and on the website of the Ministry of
Environment and Water (hitps.//www.moew.government.bg (en) under the key topic

Prevention/EIA in  the category Transboundary  Procedures/Transboundary
Procedures in which Bulgaria is an affected party/Neptune Deep project and in the category
Upcoming public consultations.

The notice of the public consultation was also published in the newspaper "24 Chasa"
on 13.04.2024.

In accordance with the Bulgarian legislation (Article 17 of the Ordinance on the
conditions and procedure for carrying out environmental impact assessment):

- The contracting authority (or a person authorized by him) shall chair the public
consultation meeting and brief the attendees on the project;

- The contracting authority shall ensure the presence of the project manager and
representatives of the team of independent experts at the meeting(s), and they shall brief
the attendees on the results of the EIA, using also maps, diagrams and other visual
materials; in the case of an attached Appropriate Assessment report to the EIA report, the
contracting authority shall ensure the presence of representatives of the team that
prepared the appropriate assessment, who shall also brief the attendees on the results of
their assessment.

- Minutes of the public hearing shall be taken by an official designated by the mayor of the
municipality (district, town hall) in which territory the meeting is held. The minutes shall
be signed by the contracting authority and by the recording officer and shall be
accompanied by the written contributions submitted in advance or during the discussion.

After the meeting, an official of the municipality will present the outcome of the public
consultation (the contributions received).



As agreed at the March 25, 2024 meeting, we expect that the contracting authority will
provide an interpreter to translate on May 15, 2024 at the public hearing meeting on the EI4
Report for the Neptune Deep Project.

III. Comments received on the Neptune Deep project

Please be informed that after sending to you a letter No. 99-00-200 dated 11 March
2024 (by which we sent you a Greenpeace opinion) a statement No. 5/11.03.2024 has been
received from the Association "Za Zemyata" regarding the public consultation on the EIA

report for the Neptune Deep project (we provide you with a copy).

Please accept, Mr. Minister, the expression of my highest consideration and readiness
for successful future cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

Petar Dimitrov
Minister of Environment and Water
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0o:

MuHucTLpa Ha oKkonHara cpega v BoguTe

appec: 6yn. ,Kusruna Mapus Ilyusa“ No 22, Codbus 1000,
edno _gishe@moew.government.bg

OTHOCHO:
MpoBexpgaHe Ha oGLecTBeHa KOHCYNTauus BbB Bpb3ka C AoKnaga 3a oueHKa Ha

TPAHCrpaHMYHOTO BL3AEWCTBUE BLPXY OKOMNHaTa cpefa Ha ra3oBUA NPoeKT Neptune Deep
Ha TepuTopuaTa Ha PyMbHUA

YBaxaemu r-H MuHucTBp,

3a 3emsTa ce 3ano3Ha ¢ WHGOpPMaUMATa, NpegocTaseHa Ha yebcanta Ha MuUHUCTepCcTBO Ha
OKOfHaTa cpefa U BOAWTE BLB Bpb3ka C KOHCYNTaLWUWTE MO npoekTa 3a AobuB Ha ras B
PYMBHCKOTO YepHo Mope - HenTyH Ouiin.

MN3BECTHO HW €, Y& MUHUCTBLPBLT Ha OKONHaTa cpeaa u BoauTe Ha Peny6Gnuka Bunrapus e
M3pasnn UHTepeca cu Aa yvacTsa B MpoueaypaTa No TpaHcrpaHuyHa OBOC ¢ nUeMo G Max.
99-00-200 o1 07.08.2023 r.

Xenaem pna Aoseaem Ao Bawerto 3HaHue u3BoguUTe, KOUTO HanpaBUXMe Bb3 OCHOBA Ha thakTute
no BbNpoca W NpunoXumarta HopMmaTuBHa ypeaba B obnactra Ha okonHaTa cpefa - Kakto
6'b]'lrapCKOT0, Taka ¥ pyMbHCKOTO 3aKOHOAAaTENCTBO.

Bunrapcko 3akoHoaatencTeo

Yn. 26, an. 1, 6yksa ,a“ ot Hapep6ara 3a ycnosusita n pena 3a M3BbpLUBaHe Ha OLUEeHKa Ha
Bb3eNCTBMETO BbPXY OKOMHaTa cpeda rnacu: :

~Hn. 26, OueHkama Ha ewb3delicmeuemo 6bPXy OKOonMHama cpeda 3a UHBECMUUUOHHU
npednoXeHusi ¢ mpaHcepaHu4Ho eb3delicmeue, KOUMoO we ce ocbwecmssm Ha
mepumopusima Ha opyau Obpxasu, npu koumo Peny6ruka bvneapus e sacecHama dwpxaea,
ce ussbpLuea @ criedHama rocredoeamenHocm:

1. (usm. - [IB, 6p. 29 om 2010 2.) npu norny4yaeaHe Ha ysedomsieHue 3a UHBECMUUUOHHO
pedrioxeHue, Koemo we ce ocbWecmau Ha mepumopusima Ha dpyza Obpxasa U KOemo Moxe
Oa ce ovaksa, 4Ye we uMa 3HaqumenHo eb3delicmeue Ha mepumopusma Ha Peny6nuka



brnezapus, @ nocoyeHus 8 ygedomrieHuemo cpok MUHUCMbPLM Ha OKofiHama cpeda u 8odume
yeedomsiea Obpxasama r1o rpou3xod 3a ceoemo peweHue da yyacmea usnu da He y4yacmea 8
npoyedypama rno OBOC:

a) rpu uspaseHo cbasiacue 3a ydacmue ce criedsa HauuoHarHama npouedypa Ha Obpxasama
Ha npou3xod, ako dpy20 He e npedeudeHo e mexdyHapodeH 0o2oeop;”

- bescnopHo e, Ye MUHUCTBPBT Ha OKONHaTa cpeaa U BoauTe Ha PenyBnuka Bbnrapus e uapaswn
crrracue 3a ydactve B npouegypara 3a TpaHcrpaHuuka OBOC u cnegosatenHo Tpsbea ga
6baar cnaseHn MINCKBAHUATA Ha HaUMOHAmNHaTa Npoueaypa Ha Abpasara Ha npousxoa — B
cnyyas Ha PymbHusi.

PyMBLHCKO 3aKOHOAATENCTBO

Mpunoxum e pyMbHCKUSAT 3akoH Ne 292!2018 or 03.12.2018 r. 3a oueHkaTa Ha Bb3OENCTBMETO Ha
HSAKOW NYGNYHN U YaCTHN NPOEKTM BbPXY OKkonHaTa cpeaa (,3akoH Ne 292/2018%).

Ynen 16 (1) 3aunmepecosaHama obujecmeeHocm, & chbomeemcmeue C pa3sriopedbume Ha
npunoxerue Ne 5, uma eb3moxHocm Oa y4acmea egheKmueHO om caMomo Hayano & npouedypama,
npedeudeHa e 4n. 4 (1), da Odokymedmupa u Oa npedcmass npeanoxceHu.q/npenopbxu Ha
KomremeHmHume ry6IIuYHU Op2aHu, Ko2amo ca 6b3MOXHU 8CUYKU eapuaHmu, u npedu da ce ezeme
peweHrue 3a odobpsisaHe Ha pa3pabomkama.

(2) WHgpopmupaHemo u yyacmuemo Ha OBUECMBEHOCMMA Ce KOOPOUHUPA OMm KOMMemeHmHUme
opeaHu 3a u3ldasaHe Ha paspeuleHue 3a NnpoeKkma U Om KOMMemeHmHUmMe op2aHu 3a ona3eaHe Ha
oKofiHama cpeda, CbOobPasHO KOHKPemHuUme UM KOMMemeHUuu, U Ce OChbUecmessa Mo CredHUs
HaquH:

a) HayuH Ha uHgopmupaHe Ha obujecmeeHocmma: 4Ypes nnaakamu Ha orpedeneHa mepumopuarnHa
mepumopus, nybnukayuu 8 yeHmparHusi u/unu MecmHus rneyam, op2aHu3upaHe Ha u3noxébu ¢
nna4ose, ckuyu, mabnuyu, epaghuku, Makemu, cebp3aHU CbC CLOMBEMHUS MPoeKm, u dpyau;

6) memodsm Ha KoOHCynmupaHe Ha.3auHmepecosaHama obuwecmeeHocm - MUCMEHO UNMU Yype3
ny6nuyHU 06cbxdaHus. -

(3) CromeemHama uHgbopmayusi ce npedocmassi Ha 06LECMeeHOCMMa 6 efleKmMPOoHeH hopmam, Ha
cobcmeeHus yebcalm Ha opeaHume, Moco4YeHu 8 (2).

(4) CromeemHume cpokosee 3a pasfiu4dHuUme emanu, maka ye Oa ce ocuzypu A0cmambyHO epeme 3a
UHgopMUpaHe Ha opaaHume, npedsudeHuU & un. 6 (1) u obGwecrmeeHocmma, KaKmo u 3a msxHama

nodzomoeka u eghekmusHo ydacmue 6 rpoyedypama, npedeudeHa € um. 4, (1) ca nocoyeHu e
npunoxeHue Ne 5,

(5) Cpokem 3a riposexdaHe Ha obujecmeeHUMe KoHcynmayuu no doknada 3a eb3delicmeuemo eLpxy
okornHama cpeda e Hal-manko 30 Hu.

Unen 17 (6) Llenmpannuam OvpxaseH op2aH 3a ofa3eaHe Ha OKo/lHama cpeda 3arno4ea KoHcynmauuu
¢ ObpxasHume op2aHU 3a oOna3eaHe Ha OKoflHama cpeda Ha Opy2u ObpXasu OMHOCHO
nomeHyuanHume mpaHcapaHu4HU rnocneduyu om npoexkma u mepkume, ripedeudeHu 3a HamarnseaHe
unu npemaxeare Ha mesu rocrneduyu, U 3aedHO ¢ me3u opzaHu ornpedens epemesa pamka 3a
npodw/mKumenHocmma Ha KoHcynmauyuume. Tesu KoHcynmayuu mozam Oa 6udam opzaHusupaHu u
ype3 nodxodsl CbeMeCcMeH opaaH.



(7) LUeHmpanHusm OwvpxaseH opz2aH Mo onaseaHe Ha OKOIHAamMa cpeda cweMecmHo ¢
KOMITEMEHMHUMe op2aHu om mepumopuama Ha eeeHmyanHo 3acezHamama Obpxasa ycmaHossiea
MEepKU, Koumo 0a [10360M1Am egeKkmueHoOmo yyacmue Ha 3auHmepecosaHama obujecmeeHocm 8
npouedypama no 4n. 4 (1), ekmoyumenro & crydal Ha [POeKMU C 6B3MOXHO 3HAYUMENTHO
8b3delicmeue ebpXy mepumopusima Ha PyMbHUS, UHULuUpaHu 8 dpyeu Obpxasu.

HanomHsiMe cbLLo Taka, 4Ye CbrmacHo YneH 6 ot OpxyckaTta KOHBEHLIMA, NnoAnncaHa u oT ABETe CTpaHM,
Ha 3auHmepecosaHama obujecmseHocm criedga O0a ce npedocmassim b3MOXHOCMU 3a yuyacmue; n
Mpoyedypume 3a yyacmue Ha obwecmeeHocmma noseonseam Ha obuwecmeeHocmma da npedcmasu,
8 IUCMeH B8UQ UNU, aKo e yMecmHo, Ha My6ruyHo O6ChbXOaHe ufiu 3anumeaHe Jo 3asaeumerns,
8CAKAKeU KOMeHMapu, UHGOpMayus, aHanusu unu cmaHosuwa, KOUmo cYuma 3a OMHOCUMU KbM
npednoxeHama OeliHocm.

B KOHKpETHWA cnyyait aABamara MWHUCTPU He ca M3MbIHWUNKU 3aabiMKeHUsaTa no yn. 17, an. 7 ot 3akoH
Ne 292/2018 BbB Bpb3ka ¢ un. 16, an. 2, Gyksa ,b" or 3akoH Ne 292/2018, kaTo MUHUCTBPBLT Ha
OokonHata cpefa u BoauTe Ha Peny6rnvka Bbnrapus eQHOCTpaHHO € pelunn Aa NpoBeae KOHCYNTauumnTe
CbC 3acerHarata OBLIECTBEHOCT €AMHCTBEHO M CamMO MUCMEHO — 4Ype3 NoAaBaHe Ha CTaHOBUWA A0
MWHWCTBPA Ha OKonHaTa cpefa u BoguTe.

FopeonucaHoTo HapylueHne e ole Mo-CbLUECTBEHO U NPEACTaBNABa TEXbK NOPOK Ha npoueaypara,
nopaau obcToATencTeoTo, Ye Gbnrapckata obLECTBEHOCT MMa Harnaca Aa y4yacTtea B npoueaypa 3a
KOHCYynTauum eguHCTBEHO U camo B paMmkute Ha obulectBeHo obebxaaHe —un. 97, an. 4 ot 3akoHa 3a
onasBaHe Ha oKonHata cpefla Ha Penybnuka Bbnrapus.

Cuutame, Ye 3agbimkeHusTa no yneH 17 (7) ot 3akoH Ne 292/2018 BbB Bpb3ka c uneH 16 (2) (a) ot
3akoH Ne 292/2018 He ca uanbnHenn. OcBeH TOBa HsMa crneda oOT UHOPMMUpaHe Ha 3acerHarara
obuwecteeHocT B Penybnuka Bbnrapua Ypes HAkoil oT meToauTe, M3bpoeHu B uneH 16 (2) (a) ot 3akoH

Ne 292/2018.

B3 ocHOBa Ha ropeusnoXxeHoTo ce obpbuame KkbM Bac cbe cneaHoTo:

Monum Bu aa npeanpuemete CTBNKA 3a M3NbNHEHWE Ha pasnopeabute Ha 4n. 17, an. 7 or
3akoH Ne 292/2018 BbB Bpb3ka € yn. 16, an. 2, 6yken ,,a“ u ,b" ot 3akoH Ne 292/2018, kaTo
vH(opmMmupate 3acerHatata obuwecrtseHocT B Bbrrapua 3a npoekrta 3a gobuB Ha ras B
pyMbHCKaTta akeatopus Ha YepHo mope ,HentyH Ouin” v ga opraHusmpate obliecTBEHUTe
KOHCYNnTauum cbobpasHo N3nckBaHMATa Ha PyMBHCKOTO, HO M Ha GbNrapcKoTo 3aKOHOAaTENCTBO
C orneg cnasBaHe Ha U3UCKBAHETO Ha ur. 16, an. 1 ot 3akoH Ne 292/2018, KaTo Ha 3acerHararta
obuiecTBeHocT B brunrapusa ‘fa 6bae ocurypeHa Bb3MOXHOCT Aa y4acTBa eeKkTUBHO oLle oT
CamMOoTO Ha4yano Ha npouedyparta W Aa npeacTaBa NpeanoXeHust U NPernopbkv  Ha
KOMMNETEHTHUTE BNacTu.

C yBaxeHue,

BeHuecnasa Koxyxaposa,
KoopauHaTtop, ekun EHeprua n knuMar,
ExkonornyHo capyxenue “3a 3emara”/MexayHapoaHa mpexa CEE Bankwatch



~ Unofficial translation

Opinion of Association “Za Zemyata”

Outgoing number: 05/11 .03.2024

_ . About the Earth
Friends of the Earth Bulgaria
Address: 12 Mijur Street, et. 3
1164 Sofia, Lozenets
Ten.+3592 943 11 23
http://www.zazcmiata.org
e-mail: info(@zazemiata.org

To: The Minister of Environment and Water
Address. Ministry of Water and Environment, Sofia 1000,

edno gishe@moew.govemment.bg

Subject: Public consultations on a report on a cross-border environmental impact
assessment of the Neptune Deep project for gas extraction on the territory of Romania

Dear Mr. Minister,

Assosiation “For the Earth” has taken note of the information provided on the website of the
Ministry of Environment and Water regarding the consultation on the Neptune Deep gas project
in the Romanian Black Sea. i

We are aware that the Minister of Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria has
expressed his interest to participate in the transboundary EIA procedure by letter no. 99-00-200

0f 07.08.2023.

We wish to bring to your attention the conclusions we have drawn on the basis of the facts of
the matter and the applicable environmental legislation - both Bulgarian and Romanian
legislation

Bulgarian legislation:

Art. 26, para. 1(a) of the Ordinance on Conditions and Procedure for Environmental Impact
Assessment states:

"Art. 26.The environmental impact assessment for investment proposals with a transboundary
impact to be implemented on the territory of other countries where the Republic of Bulgaria is
an affected country shall be carried out in the following sequence:

1. (amend. - SG 29/10) upon receipt of a notification of an investment proposal to be
implemented in the territory of another country and which may beexpected to have a significant
impact on the territory of the Republic of ;

Bulgaria, the Minister for the Environment and Water shall, within the period specified in the
notification, notify the State of origin of his decision to participate or not to participate in the
EIA procedure: .



Unofficial translation

(a) where consent to participate is given, the national procedure of the country of origin shall
be followed, unless otherwise provided for in an international treaty;"

Itis undispu.ted that the Minister of the Environment and Water of the Republic of Bulgaria has
consented to participate in the transboundary EIA procedure and therefore the requirements of
the national procedure of the country of origin, in this case Romania, must be followed.

Romanian legislation:

Romanian Law No. 292/2018 0f 03.12.2018 on the environmental impact assessment of certain
public and private projects ("Law No. 292/2018") is applicable.

Article 16 (1) The interested public, in accordance with the provisions of Annex 5, has the
opportunity to participate effectively from the outset in the procedure provided for in Article 4
(1), to document and submit proposals/rccommendations' to the competent public authorities
when all options are possible and before a decision is taken to approve the development.

(2) Public information and participation shall be coordinated by the competent authorities for

project authorisation and by the competent environmental authorities, according to their specific
competences, and shall be carried out as follows:

(a) Method of informing the public: by means of posters in the defined territorial area,
publications in the central and/or local press, organisation of exhibitions with plans, sketches,
tables, graphs, models relating to the project concerned, etc;

(b) the method of consultation of the public concerned, either in writing or through public
hearings.

(3) Relevant information shall be made available to the public in electronic format, on the
authorities' own website referred to in (2).

We also remind you that under Article 6 of the Aarhus Convention, signed by both Parties,
interested members of the public should be provided with opportunities to participate; and
Public Participation Procedures allow the public to submit, in writing or, if appropriate, at a
public hearing or inquiry to the applicant, any comments, information, analyses, or views it
considers relevant to the proposed activity.

In the instant case, the two ministers have failed to comply with the obligations under Art. 7 of
Law No. 292/2018 in conjunction with Article 16(2)(b) of Law No. 292/2018, as the Minister
of Environment and Water unilaterally decided to consult with the affected public only and only
in writing - by submitting comments to the Minister of Environment and Water.

The above-mentioned infringement is even more significant and constitutes a grave procedural
defect due to the fact that the Bulgarian public has a tendency to participate in a consultation
procedure only in the framework of a public consultation - Article 97(4) of the Environmental
Protection Act of the Republic of Bulgaria.

We consider that the obligations under Article 17 (7) of Law No. 262/2018 in conjunction with
Article 16 (2) (a) of Law No. 292/2018 have not been met. Furthermore, there is no trace of
informing the affected public in the Republic of Bulgaria through any of the methods listed in
Article 16 (2) (a) of Law 292/2018. 7 . :

" Based on the above, we address you with the following:

We request you to take steps to implement the provisions of Article 17, para. 7 of Law No.
792/2018 in conjunction with Article 16(2)(a) and (b) of Law No. 292/2018 by informing the
affected public in Bulgaria about the Neptune Deep gas extraction project in the Romanian
Black Sea offshore area and to organize the public consultations in accordance with the
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requirements of the Romanian but also Bulgarian legislation in order to comply with the
requirement of Artiele 16(2)(a) of Law No. 292/2018. 1 of Law no. 292/2018, ensuring that the
affected public in Bulgaria has the opportunity to participate effectively from the outset of the
procedure and to submit proposals and recommendations to the competent authorities.

With respect,

Venceslava Kozhuharova,

Coordinator, Energy and Climate Team,

Environmental Association "For the Earth"/International Network CEE Bankwatch



